. J, ‘Big Mac’ Traded—Team Still Wins 1

Is There A Doctor At The Table?

Trading away Julius (Or. J)} Erving =nd Bob McAdoo would: ba goad reason
to call the good . doctor--for an examinstion to Fimd out jf ome’s intellectusl
faculties @re still intact.

A trade of the two NBA superstars is axactly what did happen in an
abbrevieted leagus run by fanatics of the hardwood spert, Hill Dadghtry and
Tony Taylor of Mount Vernon, NY. And the trade, it turned out, was instrum=
ental in helping onae toan---Kanbas City Kings--win the championship of
The All~Star Assooiation. e

A little background is nacessary before delving imto The Trade, however.

First, Daughtry and Taylor formed the 12-team, twao-confererice Assogiastion
from the 13975-76 NBA/ABA cards. It wes a draft league with trading permitted.
Taylor directed the team$ in the City Gonferenge; Daughtry in the Suburban
Conference. A 17-game season was played, followed by playsffa.

Becouse of the composition of sach team, trades invelving Msuperstars!
were commonplace, although the Erving-McAdoo caper wes still ‘g blockbuster:.’ .

GOODBAYE OA. J, BIG MAC--HELLO COWENS, OANDALDGE

Although the Ooctor and Big Mac led Kenses City. to a Quick stesrt, the
team opted for more rebounding snd versatility by sending them awey in
separate trensections for Bob Usndridge (Phoenix}i and Dave Cdwens and Moses
Malone (bott From Cleveland). The Front Line trio careied K,U. 6n Tto a
title as the team compiled & 14-3 regular-gesson and 18-4 gvérall record:.
Cowens wound up the lesgue's leading rebounder: with 18,8 retrieves per gema.
Mesnwhile, Phoenix wound up. third in the Suburben (onference snd Cleveland
wan Fourth ln the same,  MeAdoo did Firish second:in scoring with a 34.5
point-per-game outblrst,. three pnxnts shy of Eilly Kmight aF Priladelphia’s
phenomenal  scoring ‘pack.

A LODKCAT THE CITY CONFERENGE

Few of the teams im wither division wers easy: plickings., The New York Nets,
for example, Filnishad just a /gams behing K.C. in' the regular-seascn and lost
in the conference. playoff by only two points, 106-104. The Nets featured
a no-turnover backcowrt of Walt Frezier and Pete Maravich and center Artis
Gilmore. Frequently they routed Foes.

The Philsdelphia 78ers hzd scoring dynamo ¥Knight but lest out in their
championship bid when the point whiz wes sidelined by injury in & lete-sesson
game. . .Buffalo dropped wunder 500 because of its defense--a lack of it--as
Marv Barnes poured in 30.4 points a gane and Oan Issel and Was UnseEld gave
him up-front support,...Sesttle, slways combative, lost four gamaes by less
than 10 points, aone & 104-102 thriller to the Knicks,..RAudy Tomjasnovich was
the main man fFor New Orlsans, which marchad to @ diffarent drummar when on
defense and attempting te rebound. "

SUBUFBAN WON BY KNIUKS

Famturing a cast of Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Bobhy Jormes, John Havlicek, Calvin
Murphy and Campy Aussell, the N.¥Y. Kniocks wers Favored to win the league.
Untimely foul problems involving Jabbar and a late-season shooting slump
Forced the Knicks to settle for a 12-5 record--still good: enough ‘to win the
Suburban Conference.

But the conference was the only thing the Knicks won - as . second-placd
Danver destroyed them in the playoffs, 122-108. Oenver was, plagued by
injurias most of the abbreviated season-~but hed a lot of Firegower . when Bob
Lanier, Earl Momros and Spencer Haywood were hsalthy st the same time.:

An erratlc defense was the reason for Phoenix!'s 8«8, third-plsce showxng.
McAdoo and Nate Archibald were dezzling at times, sndieVen Clifford Hay had
hie momants in the pivot {such as when he scored B2 points in.an 118-106
ambush of the Knicks). FAay didn’t Find the hoop that well in mostigames;
however, and his misfirings and Archibald!s defensive shorteomings hurt the

{continued on.mext: pagel:
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Suns in the long run.

Leck of defense could elsa be inscribed an the hask§tbarl ?ombs;one of
Cleveland m= the Cave certainiy had the OFFEHEE,.WhEt thh‘ErYlng and: Gegrge
Gervin...Indians was Daughtry's "pet project,' since Bus w;llxams {Mount
Vernon High, class of '71] was on the team. Although s winner but. Four
times, lndians has potential to reverse record. in upcnmlng campaign, bacagﬁm
of Maurice Luces, David Thompson and Hilllams.:.ﬁalqsn St?te is ariother-.thst
has te improve. Warriors, led by Randy and PhiL Smlth,,B{ll Ng;ton, George
McGirmis and Rick Barry, lost 11 of First 128 games before closing out by
winning three of final five. The Warrlors had superistarters,; but little
benoh talent.

Standings, leaders, playoff results:

City Conference Won-Lost G5B Suburban Conference Won-Lost GB
Kansas City 14 3 - No-¥. i Knicks 12 & -
N.Y. Neta 13. 4 1 Derver % 10 7 2
Philadelphia 11 6 3 .. -Phosnix. 9 8 3
BuFfalo 8 9 6 Cleveland ) 7 10 5
Seattle 5 12 9 1r ; 4 12 8
New Orleans 5 12 =] Golden State 4 13 8
Scoring Rebounding : Aszists

Knight (PHI) 37.5 Cowens (KC) 18.8" Simpson (PHI) 7.9
McAdoo (PHO)  34.5 Jabbaer {NYK] 15.5 Watts (DEN) 7.4 .
Barres {BUF) 30.4 Kupnott (CLE) 14.4 Archibald {PHO) 6.8
Lanier (DEN] 30.1 Lenier (DEN] 14.3 Westphal (NOJ 6.4
Gilmore {NYM] 28.7 Ray [(PHO) 13.7 Margvich (NYN) 5.8

Playoffa: it
Firat Aound - Oenver 420, Phoanix 144; N.Y. Nets 100, Philadelphi& 87
Canference -~ Denver 122, N.Y. Knicks 103; Kanses City 108, N:Yi.Nets 104
Champlonship - Uenvar 102, Kansas City 93 . Lo
Kansas City 108, Oenver 95 League MVP: McAdoon ¢
Kapsas City 1039, Denver 107 Playoff MVP: | Dandridge
Kensas City 130, Denver 103 One-on-0ne Champs  Tomjanoy ich
Kanans City 125, Denver 102 ; : o
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