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Guest Columnist
Happy To Have Happy

BY TOM NELSON

In a spring issue of the Aeview, Happy Hairston was rapped by the editors
as not being good enough ta rank in the top 10 players aof the NBA. I don’t
belisve that Halrston is that good myself, but 1 neticed Oave Bing ranked
gixth. And for one man’s importante te a team, Happy would rank over Bing,
whao has had his two worst seasans of his career.

This so-called “power" forward has become an important Facter 1n deciding
NBA championships. Hard-nosed, clutch rebounders like Paul Silas, Dave De-
Busschere, Curtis Perry and Hairston hbave been on five of the last six NBA
champions. The pgwer forward, teamed with a capable center, has been the trend.
Consider the probable result of a Jabbar-Hairston combination in Los Angeles
this winter.

The reason I must defend Hairston and his counterparts is that I have seen
what he can mean to m club in 5-0-M HBasketbell. I am & member of the Mid-Coast-
2l Basketball League and Mairston is averaging 15 rebounds per game on a team
consisting of: guards--Walt Frazier mnd Lucius Aller; center--Bob Lanier;
forwards--Rudy Tomjanovich and Hairston.

Without going into how I got such = team in a draft league, the Fact of
the matter is that Happy has saved me in many games, snatching rebounds from
opposing forwards when they canmot handle them.

HAIASTON’S REBOUNOING SPECIALIST

The importance of Hairston in S-0-M can be traced to the fact that the
rebound ratings on each player's card are not besed on rebounds per game, but
rebounds per 48 minutes! This shows their per game average if they play a
full 48 minutes every game. In this respsct, Hairstom [(who has been the best
rebounding forward among starters in the NBA over the last twao oeasons, at
lamst) is very close to Elvin Hayes, the 1973-74 rebound king, and even surpzss-
8s ’74-75 leader Wes Unseold.

Minutes Aeb/Game Reb/48 Min
1974-75 Hairston - 283 12.8 20
"o Unseld - 2904 14.8 18
1973-74 Hairston - 2633 13.5 19
"N Hayes - 3605 18.1 20

The rebounds per minute show how many rebounds a player pulls down every
48 minutes, which is more accurate than rebounds per gamns. In & game, this
means more chances at an offensive rebound after rolling an "B". With a 50%
shooting sveragse, Hairston has to be considered orne of the more dangerous
ingide shocters on offansive rebounds, since he’s rated "BY off both offensive
and defensive boards.

For those who contend that Unseld and Hayes pull down more rebounds oF as
many as Jabbar, Cowens, etc., consider that they played more minutes, and the
longer you play the more rebounds you’ll get. Besides, HMayes and Unseld both
alternste at center, where you’ll get more rebounds negr the board.

I hope I have not offended fans of some players, but I feel that this is an
important aspect of S$-0-M and pro basketball--but gets little recognition. So,
if you are in 2 draft baskstball league and Haywoud, Hayes and Wicks are gone,
you might try saerificing some high average rebounder and scorer and go for
sure defense and the best rabounder in the league by picking Hairstonl

Editor’'s motae: Tom Nelson is 24 years old and lives in Springfisld Gardens, NY.
The Mid-Uoastal Association plays both basketbsll and Football. The play-by-
mail dreft basketball lesgue has 12 membsrs, with Emery Kurts of Santa Maria,
CA, the commissioner.
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